High failure rate of a constrained acetabular liner in revision total hip arthroplasty.
Fifty-five consecutive revision total hip arthroplasties (THAs) in 51 patients in which a constrained acetabular liner was used (Duraloc Constrained Liner, DePuy, Warsaw, Ind) were reviewed. In these revisions, 41 constrained liners were placed for recurrent instability and 14 for inadequate stability at the time of revision THA. The mean age of the cohort was 62 years, and 38 of the hips were in female patients (69%). At a minimum of 2 years, 9 of the 55 hips (16%) dislocated. Of these 9 dislocations, 8 occurred in patients who had undergone revision to a constrained liner for recurrent instability without femoral or acetabular component revision. Revision THA for recurrent instability by placing a constrained liner without optimizing other aspects of the reconstruction leads to a high rate of recurrent failure.